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EXTERIOR WALLS (LATH AND VENEER SUBSTRATE) -  
2009 IBC SECTION 1405 & IRC SECTION R703 
 
 
IBC 1405.10 Adhered masonry veneer. Adhered masonry veneer shall comply with the applicable 
requirements in IBC Section 1405.10.1 and Sections 6.1 and 6.3 of TMS 402/ACI 530/ASCE 5. 
RCRBD finds these requirements to be similar to cement plaster (stucco) applied to exterior walls and 
shall conform to similar requirements specified in Chapter 25. Commentary Figure R703.6(3) (below) 
illustrates a similar drainage system to include a weep screed at the bottom of exterior walls to permit 
the moisture to escape to the exterior of the building. 
 
R703.1 General. Exterior walls shall provide the building with a weather-resistant exterior wall 
envelope. The exterior wall envelope shall include flashing as described in Section R703.8. The 
exterior wall envelope shall be designed and constructed in a manner that prevents the accumulation 
of water within the wall assembly by providing a water-resistant barrier behind the exterior veneer as 
required by Section R703.2 and a means of draining water that enters the assembly to the exterior. 
Protection against condensation in the exterior wall assembly shall be provided in accordance with 
2009 International Energy Conservation CODE® and local code amendments as may be found at 
http://www.co.routt.co.us/building  
 
R703.6 Exterior plaster. Installation of these materials shall be in compliance with ASTM C 926 and 
ASTM C 1063. Plastering with cement plaster shall not be less than three coats where applied over 
metal lath or wire fabric lath and not less than two coats where applied over masonry, concrete or 
gypsum board backing as specified in Section 2510.5 and, where applied over wood-based 
sheathing, shall include a water-resistive vapor-permeable barrier with a performance at least 
equivalent to two layers of Grade D paper. Commentary Figures R703.6(3) and R703.6(2) illustrate 
exterior plastering systems. Insulation that is exposed on or near the surface is easily damaged and 
requires protection.  

   
           
 
R703.7 Stone and masonry veneer, general and IBC Section 1405.4 Flashing. Flashing and 
weepholes shall be located in the first course of masonry above finished ground level above the 
foundation wall or slab, and other points of support, including structural floors, shelf angles and lintels. 

http://www.co.routt.co.us/building
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